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Licensed to Care for Collier County since 1983

Attending Physician
Not Employed By Avow

When the attending physician is not an employee of
Avow his or her services can be billed to the tradi-
tional Medicare Part B benefit. When billing it to the
Part B Carrier the GV or GW modifier should be on
the HCFA 1500 form.

Modifiers

to be used when billing
Medicare Part B on a HCFA 1500 form

GV - Hospice related diagnosis. The attending
physician is not employed or paid under contract.

GW - Non-hospice related diagnosis. Services
provided are not related to the hospice covered
terminal illness.

Q5 - This code is to be used with one of the above
(GV or GW) when a physician from the same group/
practice is covering for the originating attending
physician.

Q6 - This code is to be used with one of the above
(GV or GW) when a physician from another group/
practice covers for the originating attending
physician.

** When utilizing the GV modifier the physician
should bill with the identical ICD 9 code that Avow
Hospice has or is submitting to Medicare.

/AAVOW® Medicare Billing Summary

Attending Physician
Employed By Avow

When the attending Physician is employed by Avow, the
physician’s professional services are billed to Avow.
Avow is responsible for submitting the claims to
the Hospice Medicare Part A.

Consulting Physician

Consulting Physician charges are processed similar
to the Employed Attending Physician with the excep-
tion that a contract needs to be in place prior to the
consulting physician providing services to the hospice
recipient. Avow is responsible for billing Medicare
Part A and reimbursing the Consulting Physician the
Medicare fee.

How Is Medicare informed when the Hospice
Medicare Benefit is chosen?

Avow is required by Medicare regulation to submit
a Notice of Election (81A) electronically to Medicare.
This updates the Common Working File (CWF) that the
beneficiary has chosen the Hospice Medicare Benefit.
The CWEF is accessible to all providers through the Di-
rect Date Entry software.
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Our Finance Office is happy to help with any questions. Please call 239-430-3461.
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